unenlightened one, Is fertile ground for the birth-and-death
cycle of wake and dream, for the gyani who has attained
permanently the state ofTureeya, the seed of the cycle is burnt
out for good.

The silence that follows and precedes the incantation of
Aum is shown to be the "Open Sesame" of the unsuspected,
priceless treasure of Alt Baba's secret cave. Pondering over
Tureeya, the unuttered foundation of Aum, we discover that
silence is the coveted ocean of blessed serenity of limitless
immensity. In the unfathomless intensity of blissful silence.
all and every sound is but a momentary bubble, collapses and
loses itself in the mother-main, silence, whence it had stri-
dently erupted.

Silence, the ground immortal of the audible Aum, is time-
free, all-pervasive; sound, its offspring (like the ego), is pitifully
limited and ephemeral, and regresses helplessly back to the
womb of silence (as the ego does to the boundless Atman in
Sushupti).

The opening statement of Maandookya in mantra 2, that
the Atman is of four quarters, we can now see, is a division of
convenience, hypothesized by the seer for the benefit of the
seeker. The declaration of successive identity of each of the
matrds of Aum with the Atman establishes the indivisibility of
the Atman with all that exists in each and every state of
experience. The total perspective portrayed by Maandookya
leads to the convincing revelation of advaitic Reality.

Viewing objectively, Aum is clearly the invention of the
keen searching spirit of man, sculpted with purpose and
determination of a defined end. That end is to raise the mind
to conscious SELF-awareness (that is, in spite of, or concur-
rently with. the presence of the ego-mind), and to cultivate
such SELF-awareness to prevail without break through the